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2 0 0 8  D I A R Y   
MARCH   

6   District Lochearnhead Launch   8th Letchworth HQ  

8  Fellowship - Buddy Holly Tour   Gordon Craig Theatre  

8 - 9  County  Matrix Weekend  APLs/PLs  TBA 

9  Regional Scout Cooking Competition  Shurdington  

13   District Executive Meeting    Wymondley Wood  

13   District Scout Shop Closes for Easter  Re opens 3 April  

14 - 15 District Gang Show     St Francis Theatre 

15   County Cub Swimming Gala    St Albans  

31   Lochearnhead Meeting    District HQ  

31  Wymondley Wood Meeting    Wymondley Wood  

APRIL  

2  District Team Meeting    Wymondley Wood    

3   Scout Shop reopens  

5   County ‘Bring a Friend Day’   Tolmers  

9   District Scout & Guide Shop Meeting  Wymondley Wood  

10   District Executive Meeting    Wymondley Wood  

12  County Nights of Lights    Phasels Wood  

12 - 13  Sixers & Seconders Weekend   Wymondley Wood  

13  Module 10 First Response    District HQ 

20   St George’s Day Parade and Service           Baldock 

28  Wymondley Wood Committee Meeting  Wymondley Wood  

MAY  

8  District Executive AGM    Wymondley Wood  

10   District Beaver Challenge     

18  Letchworth Rotary Walk     
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2nd Baldock Scouts -  Winners of the District and County                        
Cooking Competitions 

2nd BALDOCK OFF TO STEVENAGE  

Congratulations to 2nd Baldock for winning this 
year’s competition. 2nd Baldock will now go on to 
represent the District at the County Cooking 
competition in February. 

This year’s competition was particularly 
challenging, as there was a thought-provoking 
theme and no set ingredients. The competition 
was also judged by three professionals, one of 
whom is an environmental health officer. 

Year on year I continue to be impressed by the 
variety and creativity of the meals produced and 
the teamwork and enthusiasm shown by all. Many 
adults would be hard pushed to produce the high 
standard of cooking we saw from all of the teams 
in the competition.   Mike Wheeler ADC 

2nd BALDOCK OFF TO CHELTENHAM 
 

On the 17 February 2nd Baldock Scout’s cooking 
team, Strictly 2B Chefs competed in a county 
cooking competition at Stevenage HQ.  

Scout teams from all over Hertfordshire who won 
their District competitions entered and Strictly 2B 
Chefs came in first place. Nine teams entered 
and the top two would go to Cheltenham to cook 
for their county. On the 9 March Strictly 2B Chefs 
will go to Cheltenham with 4th North Watford, 
who came second by just one point! It was the 
closest competition for a long time because the 
top five teams were separated by just six points.  

Strictly 2B Chefs consisted of four team 
members- Danielle Albone (Team Leader), Oliver 
Wing, James Valentine and George Budd. The 
theme was celebration, so Strictly 2B Chefs chose 
winter for their celebration as they would have a 
wider range of meals to cook whereas had they 
chosen Chinese New Year they would be 
confined to just Chinese food. The winning menu 
was: Vegetable Soup for starters, Pasta with a 
spicy sauce for the main course and Pancakes for 
dessert. Hopefully this menu will help them to 
victory at Cheltenham.   

Oliver Wing, 2nd Baldock Scout  
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MENU AND COSTING 

Menu 
Spelling, size, explanation of meal 
and dishes, style, theme 

10 8 8 8 8 7 

Menu & 
Costs 

Requirements met, balanced 
courses, original use and in budget 

15 12 13 11 12 10 

  TEAMWORK, HYGIENE AND COOKING 

Team dress Smart appearance, hygienic 10 9 9 7 10 8 

Team work 
Leadership, work allocation, plan-
ning organisation 

10 8 8 6 8 7 

Preparation 
Hygienic practice, safety, tidiness 
of work station, methods 

25 20 20 18 20 18 

TABLE LAYOUT 

Theme 
Table decoration, menu, choice of 
food 

10 9 9 9 9 7 

Table A 
setting 

Correct use of cutlery, crockery 10 9 9 8 8 6 

Table B 
setting 

Table decoration visual appearance 10 9 10 7 9 6 

FOOD AND TIMINGS 

Timing 
All courses served together, on 
time, correct temperature 

20 15 15 12 15 13 

Service 
Does food look tempting, dishes 
suitable for courses 

20 14 14 14 15 13 

Seasoning; 
Texture; 
Flavour; 
Colour. 

Starter 20 15 18 15 15 10 

Main Course 20 15 16 15 16 12 

Sweet 20 16 16 15 16 12 

  Totals 200 159 165 145 161 129 
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Welcome to  

Paul Birdsall  4th Letchworth   ACSL 

Tracy Carter  5th Letchworth   ASL  

Claire Greener  8th Letchworth   ASL  

Catherine Hunt  4th Letchworth   ACSL 

Andrew Morgan  11th Letchworth  CSL  

Heard it on the Scout grapevine  

Janet Bitmead , 12th Letchworth Quartermaster and Gavin Conder, 12th 
Letchworth Scout Leader tied the knot on Wednesday 13 February 2008.   
Congratulations from all members of the Letchworth and Baldock District 
Scouts.  

Module 10 - First Response Course  

As you are aware all Leaders must hold a 
minimum First Aid qualification of 1st Response.  
The District has arranged for a Module 10 course 
to held:-  

Date:  Sunday 13 April  

Venue:  District HQ - Icknield Way 

To book a place please contact Chris King no 

later than 6  March.  

dc@lbdscouts.org.uk 

01462 637901  

 

Peter Francis      

 

                      1947 - 2008  

Member of 2nd Baldock, starting as a Cub, 

followed by Scouts and then as a helper for both 

the Cub and Scout section during the 1960s.  He 

kept up contact by being 2nd Baldock Scout Group 

official photographer for their events. He also 

judged the photography section of the arts and 

crafts competition a few times. His sons Jeremy 

and Martin both were members of 2nd Baldock 

Cubs and Scouts. Our thoughts are with his wife 

Margaret and his sons. 

 

 

Mission Aviation Fellowship is a Christian organisation whose mission is to fly light aircraft in developing 

countries so that people in remote areas can receive the help they need.  Every three minutes, an MAF 

plane is taking off or landing somewhere in the world.  They have a new representative in our area - 

David Rolfe - whose role is to inspire local people with news of MAF.  Why not consider inviting him to 

speak at your group meeting.  

David Rolfe details:  email: david@p-rolfe.freeserve.co.uk   Tel: 01462 850115 

Website: www.maf-uk.org  
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At pack holiday we got 2 badges. For the first badge which was the communicator badge we had to 
use radios and send a text to Akela. We also did semaphore and had to use flags to send messages 
across the woods. The last thing we had to do was sign language, I really enjoyed this activity and it 
was my favorite thing at camp. We learnt to sign our names. The second badge we did was the As-
tronomer badge we learnt an easy method to name the planets we also did a big poster of the order 
of the planets and made our own mini planets. 

On day two we took our bikes around the woods and went through all the puddles. Then we went 
shooting, we had ten bullets and I didn’t get any on the target. Next we did Archery and I really en-
joyed it, I did a lot better at that than I did at Shooting. 

Bethany Smith  

7th Letchworth Cubs 

 
Cheryl Woolmer went back to her 

school days to teach the Cubs how to 

remember the order of the planets in 

our solar system  

“ My Very  Eager Mouse Jumped 

Straight Up Nannies Pants” 

Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, 

Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, Pluto.   

By the end of the weekend all the Cubs 

could recite it off by heart,  

7th Letchworth Pack Holiday at Well End  

8 - 10 February 2008 

 

Photographs on the front page  

Laurie Cook celebrating his 90th 

birthday 

A cake made by an 8th 

Letchworth parent for 8th / 5th 

Letchworth Pack Holiday  

1st Baldock (Knights) Cubs at 

their Pack holiday weekend  
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Mad Scientist Pack Holiday - 5th and 8th Letchworth  

We all arrived at Wymondley Wood on a very cold Friday evening 

and unpacked our bags.  The Cubs who had been away before 

helped the Cubs who were staying overnight for the first time.  

When we were ready we had a very loud Grand Howl and the fun 

started.   

We all wrapped up in warm clothes and headed outside for a 

Treasure Hunt and wide games in the dark followed by Akela’s hot 

chocolate (with the secret ingredient) and cakes. After that we 

started growing our crystal snowflakes and then went off to bed.  

Saturday morning was even colder and very, very frosty so we had a massive breakfast of cereal, 

sausages, bacon, beans, eggy bread ……….. I can’t remember the rest! Then it was back on with the 

coats, hats and gloves and off outside for activities.  The morning was spent surveying the woodland, 

learning how to use axes and saws safely and having a go at air rifle shooting.  We stopped at lunchtime 

for hot soup and sandwiches, and more cake! After lunch we took it in turns to do tracking and to make 

bottle rockets, followed by an It’s a Knockout competition.  

Back inside for dinner, then we all made lanterns to take to the 

campfire.  Swampy and Joe did a brilliant campfire with help from 

Ross, Mim and Jamie.  We sang some old favourites and learnt 

some new songs, then had more of Akela’s ‘Special’  hot chocolate.  

Sunday morning dawned cold and extremely frosty again, so after 

another enormous breakfast we put our warm clothes back on and 

headed outside for a Mass Rocket Launch - NASA would have been 

impressed with the distances some of them flew! We played some 

more games then it was time to come in and get our uniforms on 

for the closing ceremony.  Over the weekend all the Cubs did very 

well and earned their Scientist and Navigator Badges.               Darren Green - 8th Letchworth CSL  

At the end of the weekend the Cubs were asked to write or draw what they had enjoyed doing the most 

and what they had found the most difficult.  Here are some of their comments.  

“I enjoyed making the lanterns. It was hard but I liked it because I like electronic things.”  

“I think getting to sleep was hard because I am used to the light on.  I think the tracking was 
the best thing because I like making signs. “  

“The thing I liked the best about the Cub Mad Scientist 
weekend was the air rifle shooting because I scored 
twenty two points and two balloons. The next best 
thing was making rockets and blasting them.  The 
thing I disliked this weekend was really nothing.”  

“I liked the food and the activities.  My favourite was 
rifle shooting and the bonfire.  I liked that there were 
three girls in one room.”  
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Since taking over the role as ADC Cubs from Amanda in January I have been kept very busy. It has 

involved ensuring that all of the Cub Packs know who I am and for me to get to know them. In order to 

do this I sent out a form to request details of their Pack’s meeting times and places and programmes for 

this term so I have an understanding on what they are doing. This has helped me immensely as I now 

feel that I have a better idea of who is who and who is doing what. 

I have been given the task of organising the District Cub Camp 2008. After careful thought and 

consideration the decision was made to hold it at Chalfont Heights Scout Camp Site. It is a brilliant site 

that has a huge variety of different activities for all to enjoy along with the chance for Cubs and Scouts 

to get back to basics if they so desire. I am positive that when Packs camp at this site they will 

definitely want to return again. As a Leader of 2nd Weston, I attended this site on numerous occasions 

and each time found something new and different to do. 

As an ADC, my responsibilities have grown over and above visiting Cub Packs. These include – Warrants 

Committee meetings, Leaders’ Meetings, District Team Meetings and County Meetings. These are all in 

place to ensure that Leaders are up to date with new and relevant information, to look, listen and learn 

from others and to make sure that within County Letchworth and Baldock Cubs are represented and 

recognised by others. 

Within the first few weeks as ADC I have presented a Chief Scout Silver Award to James BURGESS,        

8th Letchworth, which is a superb 

achievement. 

I recently spent an evening with 11th 

Letchworth Cubs designing T Shirts . Once 

their design was ready it had to be 

transferred on to their T Shirts by way of 

using special T Shirt felt tip pens. 

I visited 7th Letchworth Cubs at their Pack 

holiday weekend at Well End where the 

theme for  the weekend was 

communications. On speaking to the Cubs, 

they were all enjoying themselves and the 

activities that were organised for them. 

I visited 5th and 8th Letchworth Cubs at Wymondley Woods and spent time speaking to the Cubs; the 

theme for this weekend was Mad Scientist Weekend. Once more they all appeared to be enjoying 

themselves and a good time was had by all. 

I have been in Scouting for many years and achieving the heady heights of Assistant District 

Commissioner for Cubs was not on my agenda when I first started Scouting. I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank Chris King, Amanda Woolmer, all the Cub Leaders, Assistant Cub Leaders and 

parent helpers in assisting me in getting to grips with my new position within the Scouting movement.  

Wendy Tierney 

ADC (Cubs)  

11th Letchworth Cubs showing off their 
handiwork   

9 

District Scout Shooting Competition  - 24 February 2008 

        
Results        
    Individual     
Scout Teams   Scout   
1st 8th Let 133pts  1st Robert Potts 1st Bal 43pts 
2nd 5th Let(1) 122pts  2nd = James Berry 2nd Bal 42pts 
3rd 12th Let(2) 116pts  2nd = Chris Goodwin 4th Let 42pts 
4th 5th Let(2) 108pts      
5th 2nd Bal(2) 103pts  Adult    
6th 5th Let(3) 99pts  1st Simon Goodwin 4th Let 50pts 
7th = 2nd Bal(1) 94pts  2nd =- Claire Greener 8th Let 47pts 
7th = 1st Ash(1) 94pts  2nd= Jeremy Steeley Oak Eagles 47pts 
9th 7th Let(1) 89pts      
10th 7th Let(2) 87pts  Explorers    
11th 1st Ash(2) 81pts  1st Thomas Plater 43pts  
12th 4th Let 65pts  2nd Miriam Greener 36pts  
13th 12th Let(1) 62pts  3rd Richard Young 26pts  
14th 1st Bal 58pts  4th Ed Potts 22pts  
        

Lesley Gwilt, SL 8th Letchworth 

and Deb Dilley, ASL 2nd 

Baldock keeping the scores.  

 

 Due to a cancellation the             

  2 - 4 May 2008 has now become  

  available.  Please contact  

 Maureen Kell if you  are  

interested in booking Wymondley Wood over the May Bank  

Holiday. 

Email:   wymondleyood.org@hotmail.com  
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from others and to make sure that within County Letchworth and Baldock Cubs are represented and 
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Within the first few weeks as ADC I have presented a Chief Scout Silver Award to James BURGESS,        

8th Letchworth, which is a superb 

achievement. 

I recently spent an evening with 11th 

Letchworth Cubs designing T Shirts . Once 

their design was ready it had to be 

transferred on to their T Shirts by way of 

using special T Shirt felt tip pens. 

I visited 7th Letchworth Cubs at their Pack 

holiday weekend at Well End where the 

theme for  the weekend was 

communications. On speaking to the Cubs, 

they were all enjoying themselves and the 

activities that were organised for them. 

I visited 5th and 8th Letchworth Cubs at Wymondley Woods and spent time speaking to the Cubs; the 

theme for this weekend was Mad Scientist Weekend. Once more they all appeared to be enjoying 
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ADC (Cubs)  

11th Letchworth Cubs showing off their 
handiwork   
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District Scout Shooting Competition  - 24 February 2008 

        
Results        
    Individual     
Scout Teams   Scout   
1st 8th Let 133pts  1st Robert Potts 1st Bal 43pts 
2nd 5th Let(1) 122pts  2nd = James Berry 2nd Bal 42pts 
3rd 12th Let(2) 116pts  2nd = Chris Goodwin 4th Let 42pts 
4th 5th Let(2) 108pts      
5th 2nd Bal(2) 103pts  Adult    
6th 5th Let(3) 99pts  1st Simon Goodwin 4th Let 50pts 
7th = 2nd Bal(1) 94pts  2nd =- Claire Greener 8th Let 47pts 
7th = 1st Ash(1) 94pts  2nd= Jeremy Steeley Oak Eagles 47pts 
9th 7th Let(1) 89pts      
10th 7th Let(2) 87pts  Explorers    
11th 1st Ash(2) 81pts  1st Thomas Plater 43pts  
12th 4th Let 65pts  2nd Miriam Greener 36pts  
13th 12th Let(1) 62pts  3rd Richard Young 26pts  
14th 1st Bal 58pts  4th Ed Potts 22pts  
        

Lesley Gwilt, SL 8th Letchworth 

and Deb Dilley, ASL 2nd 

Baldock keeping the scores.  

 

 Due to a cancellation the             

  2 - 4 May 2008 has now become  

  available.  Please contact  

 Maureen Kell if you  are  

interested in booking Wymondley Wood over the May Bank  

Holiday. 

Email:   wymondleyood.org@hotmail.com  
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23 -  24 February 2008 -  A typical District weekend  

Oak Eagle Explorer Scout Unit took  part in the Chiltern 

Challenge at Phasels Wood.  Over fifty teams from around 

the County took part in the challenge.  

Each team had a 6m x 6m camping area where they had to 

correctly pitch their tent(s) and have an adequate and safe 

cooking area.  During the weekend the teams took part in 

various activity bases, assault course, orienteering and an 

night incident hike.  The weekend ended with a Sunday 

breakfast challenge where they had to work as a team to 

make sure they prepared the food correctly and that it 

passed the taste test.  

Jeremy Steeley ESL and Phil Scoot , ES 
helper from Oak Eagle Explorer Scout Unit 

working hard running one of the bases.   

1st Baldock (Knights) Cub Pack weekend at Wymondley Wood  Theme -  Robin Hood  

5 

 

It is only two weeks until the District Gang 

Show takes to the stage at St Francis 

Theatre.  The rehearsals are going well.  

The cast were so excited and so elated 

when Anglia News came along to film at 

one of their rehearsals.  The piece was 

screened on the local news on Monday 18 

February.  Well done and I look forward to 

seeing the show in its full glory on the 

Saturday evening.      

                             Editor  

Gang Show 2008  

Gang Show 1975 ?? 

Do you recognise 
the performers.  I 
can spot two:- 

Laurie Cook and 
Kenneth Johnson 
(K.J.)  
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7th Letchworth 
Beavers Eight 
Beaver Scouts 
were presented 
with their Chief ‘s 
Scout Bronze 
Award  by Vicki 
Gage  ADC 
(Beavers)  

MENU AND COSTING               

Menu 
Spelling, size, explanation of 

meal and dishes, style, theme 
10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 

Menu & Costs 

Requirements met, balanced 

courses, original use and in 

budget 

15 13 12 13 13 15 12  14  13  14 

  TEAMWORK, HYGIENE AND COOKING             

Team dress Smart appearance, hygienic 10 8 7 9 10 10 

  

 9 

  

 8 

  

7 

  

9 

Team work 
Leadership, work allocation,   

planning organisation 
10 9 8 9 8 9  10   8  9  9 

Preparation 
Hygienic practice, safety, tidiness 

of work station, methods 
25 18 21 19 16 20 

  

22 

  

15 

  

23 

  

  

19 

                               TABLE LAYOUT               

Theme 
Table decoration, menu, choice 

of food 
10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 9 7 

Table A setting Correct use of cutlery, crockery 10 7 9 8 7 7  9 7 9  7 

Table B setting 
Table decoration visual           

appearance 
10   7 9 8 7 7  9  7  9  8 

                               FOOD AND TIMINGS               

Timing All courses served together, on 

time, correct temperature 
20 14 19 20 19 15  18  14  17  19 

Service Does food look tempting, dishes 

suitable for courses 
20 17 17 19 17 16  18  12  18  19 

Seasoning;    

Texture;       

Flavour; Colour. 

Starter 20  19  10  16  15  17  18  12  16  20 

Main Course 20 20 15 19 18 16  12  14  20  20 

Sweet 20 19 20 18 18 12  18  15  20  20 

  Totals 200 168 165 176 167 163  175  144   178 179 

                        

County Scout Cooking Competition 
Results. 
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On the 17 February a couple of 

Scouters consisting of and 

including actors, labourers, and 

pyromaniacs met at the District 

Headquarters (formerly First 

Thirds) to clear it out. The 

Scouters were helped as the 

Explorers had made a start on 

the Friday before, but it was 

still all to do.  

Ladders were tied to posts, 

wood was put out for burning, 

the skip was filled and the 

seemingly endless job began. 

After about half an hour a 

suspicious looking fire had sprung up apparently from nowhere (but we have our suspicions as a store of 

hexi cubes seem to have disappeared). 

People left and came and still the work went on. Many things were found including a snooker set, table 

tennis tables, paraffin 

lamps, beefburger and 

beans from 1996(also 

suspicious looking) and a 

Scoutmaster’s warrant 

from the 1930’s belonging 

to a Mr. L . Richmond 

Wheeler of the Antigua and 

(for a while) First/Third 

Scouts. 

The team consisted of 

Chris King; Jeremy Steeley; 

Phil Scoot; Rita Hawkins; 

Goodie; Paul Tyler; Dave 

Strong; Dave Hawkins; Bob 

and myself. 

Overall it was a good day as we got the Scout HQ clear and we burnt a quantity of wood.  When the HQ  

gets decorated, hopefully, more people will turn up as we need all the help we can get. 

 Thomas Plater—Explorer Scout  

 

The Clearance  
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23 -  24 February 2008 -  A typical District weekend  

Oak Eagle Explorer Scout Unit took  part in the Chiltern 

Challenge at Phasels Wood.  Over fifty teams from around 

the County took part in the challenge.  

Each team had a 6m x 6m camping area where they had to 

correctly pitch their tent(s) and have an adequate and safe 

cooking area.  During the weekend the teams took part in 

various activity bases, assault course, orienteering and an 

night incident hike.  The weekend ended with a Sunday 

breakfast challenge where they had to work as a team to 

make sure they prepared the food correctly and that it 

passed the taste test.  

Jeremy Steeley ESL and Phil Scoot , ES 
helper from Oak Eagle Explorer Scout Unit 

working hard running one of the bases.   

1st Baldock (Knights) Cub Pack weekend at Wymondley Wood  Theme -  Robin Hood  

5 

 

It is only two weeks until the District Gang 

Show takes to the stage at St Francis 

Theatre.  The rehearsals are going well.  

The cast were so excited and so elated 

when Anglia News came along to film at 

one of their rehearsals.  The piece was 

screened on the local news on Monday 18 

February.  Well done and I look forward to 

seeing the show in its full glory on the 

Saturday evening.      

                             Editor  

Gang Show 2008  

Gang Show 1975 ?? 

Do you recognise 
the performers.  I 
can spot two:- 

Laurie Cook and 
Kenneth Johnson 
(K.J.)  
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Since taking over the role as ADC Cubs from Amanda in January I have been kept very busy. It has 

involved ensuring that all of the Cub Packs know who I am and for me to get to know them. In order to 

do this I sent out a form to request details of their Pack’s meeting times and places and programmes for 

this term so I have an understanding on what they are doing. This has helped me immensely as I now 

feel that I have a better idea of who is who and who is doing what. 

I have been given the task of organising the District Cub Camp 2008. After careful thought and 

consideration the decision was made to hold it at Chalfont Heights Scout Camp Site. It is a brilliant site 

that has a huge variety of different activities for all to enjoy along with the chance for Cubs and Scouts 

to get back to basics if they so desire. I am positive that when Packs camp at this site they will 

definitely want to return again. As a Leader of 2nd Weston, I attended this site on numerous occasions 

and each time found something new and different to do. 

As an ADC, my responsibilities have grown over and above visiting Cub Packs. These include – Warrants 

Committee meetings, Leaders’ Meetings, District Team Meetings and County Meetings. These are all in 

place to ensure that Leaders are up to date with new and relevant information, to look, listen and learn 

from others and to make sure that within County Letchworth and Baldock Cubs are represented and 

recognised by others. 

Within the first few weeks as ADC I have presented a Chief Scout Silver Award to James BURGESS,        

8th Letchworth, which is a superb 

achievement. 

I recently spent an evening with 11th 

Letchworth Cubs designing T Shirts . Once 

their design was ready it had to be 

transferred on to their T Shirts by way of 

using special T Shirt felt tip pens. 

I visited 7th Letchworth Cubs at their Pack 

holiday weekend at Well End where the 

theme for  the weekend was 

communications. On speaking to the Cubs, 

they were all enjoying themselves and the 

activities that were organised for them. 

I visited 5th and 8th Letchworth Cubs at Wymondley Woods and spent time speaking to the Cubs; the 

theme for this weekend was Mad Scientist Weekend. Once more they all appeared to be enjoying 

themselves and a good time was had by all. 

I have been in Scouting for many years and achieving the heady heights of Assistant District 

Commissioner for Cubs was not on my agenda when I first started Scouting. I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank Chris King, Amanda Woolmer, all the Cub Leaders, Assistant Cub Leaders and 

parent helpers in assisting me in getting to grips with my new position within the Scouting movement.  

Wendy Tierney 

ADC (Cubs)  

11th Letchworth Cubs showing off their 
handiwork   
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District Scout Shooting Competition  - 24 February 2008 

        
Results        
    Individual     
Scout Teams   Scout   
1st 8th Let 133pts  1st Robert Potts 1st Bal 43pts 
2nd 5th Let(1) 122pts  2nd = James Berry 2nd Bal 42pts 
3rd 12th Let(2) 116pts  2nd = Chris Goodwin 4th Let 42pts 
4th 5th Let(2) 108pts      
5th 2nd Bal(2) 103pts  Adult    
6th 5th Let(3) 99pts  1st Simon Goodwin 4th Let 50pts 
7th = 2nd Bal(1) 94pts  2nd =- Claire Greener 8th Let 47pts 
7th = 1st Ash(1) 94pts  2nd= Jeremy Steeley Oak Eagles 47pts 
9th 7th Let(1) 89pts      
10th 7th Let(2) 87pts  Explorers    
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At pack holiday we got 2 badges. For the first badge which was the communicator badge we had to 
use radios and send a text to Akela. We also did semaphore and had to use flags to send messages 
across the woods. The last thing we had to do was sign language, I really enjoyed this activity and it 
was my favorite thing at camp. We learnt to sign our names. The second badge we did was the As-
tronomer badge we learnt an easy method to name the planets we also did a big poster of the order 
of the planets and made our own mini planets. 

On day two we took our bikes around the woods and went through all the puddles. Then we went 
shooting, we had ten bullets and I didn’t get any on the target. Next we did Archery and I really en-
joyed it, I did a lot better at that than I did at Shooting. 

Bethany Smith  

7th Letchworth Cubs 

 
Cheryl Woolmer went back to her 

school days to teach the Cubs how to 

remember the order of the planets in 

our solar system  

“ My Very  Eager Mouse Jumped 

Straight Up Nannies Pants” 

Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, 

Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, Pluto.   

By the end of the weekend all the Cubs 

could recite it off by heart,  

7th Letchworth Pack Holiday at Well End  

8 - 10 February 2008 

 

Photographs on the front page  

Laurie Cook celebrating his 90th 

birthday 

A cake made by an 8th 

Letchworth parent for 8th / 5th 

Letchworth Pack Holiday  

1st Baldock (Knights) Cubs at 

their Pack holiday weekend  
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Mad Scientist Pack Holiday - 5th and 8th Letchworth  

We all arrived at Wymondley Wood on a very cold Friday evening 

and unpacked our bags.  The Cubs who had been away before 

helped the Cubs who were staying overnight for the first time.  

When we were ready we had a very loud Grand Howl and the fun 

started.   

We all wrapped up in warm clothes and headed outside for a 

Treasure Hunt and wide games in the dark followed by Akela’s hot 

chocolate (with the secret ingredient) and cakes. After that we 

started growing our crystal snowflakes and then went off to bed.  

Saturday morning was even colder and very, very frosty so we had a massive breakfast of cereal, 

sausages, bacon, beans, eggy bread ……….. I can’t remember the rest! Then it was back on with the 

coats, hats and gloves and off outside for activities.  The morning was spent surveying the woodland, 

learning how to use axes and saws safely and having a go at air rifle shooting.  We stopped at lunchtime 

for hot soup and sandwiches, and more cake! After lunch we took it in turns to do tracking and to make 

bottle rockets, followed by an It’s a Knockout competition.  

Back inside for dinner, then we all made lanterns to take to the 

campfire.  Swampy and Joe did a brilliant campfire with help from 

Ross, Mim and Jamie.  We sang some old favourites and learnt 

some new songs, then had more of Akela’s ‘Special’  hot chocolate.  

Sunday morning dawned cold and extremely frosty again, so after 

another enormous breakfast we put our warm clothes back on and 

headed outside for a Mass Rocket Launch - NASA would have been 

impressed with the distances some of them flew! We played some 

more games then it was time to come in and get our uniforms on 

for the closing ceremony.  Over the weekend all the Cubs did very 

well and earned their Scientist and Navigator Badges.               Darren Green - 8th Letchworth CSL  

At the end of the weekend the Cubs were asked to write or draw what they had enjoyed doing the most 

and what they had found the most difficult.  Here are some of their comments.  

“I enjoyed making the lanterns. It was hard but I liked it because I like electronic things.”  

“I think getting to sleep was hard because I am used to the light on.  I think the tracking was 
the best thing because I like making signs. “  

“The thing I liked the best about the Cub Mad Scientist 
weekend was the air rifle shooting because I scored 
twenty two points and two balloons. The next best 
thing was making rockets and blasting them.  The 
thing I disliked this weekend was really nothing.”  

“I liked the food and the activities.  My favourite was 
rifle shooting and the bonfire.  I liked that there were 
three girls in one room.”  
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MENU AND COSTING 

Menu 
Spelling, size, explanation of meal 
and dishes, style, theme 

10 8 8 8 8 7 

Menu & 
Costs 

Requirements met, balanced 
courses, original use and in budget 

15 12 13 11 12 10 

  TEAMWORK, HYGIENE AND COOKING 

Team dress Smart appearance, hygienic 10 9 9 7 10 8 

Team work 
Leadership, work allocation, plan-
ning organisation 

10 8 8 6 8 7 

Preparation 
Hygienic practice, safety, tidiness 
of work station, methods 

25 20 20 18 20 18 

TABLE LAYOUT 

Theme 
Table decoration, menu, choice of 
food 

10 9 9 9 9 7 

Table A 
setting 

Correct use of cutlery, crockery 10 9 9 8 8 6 

Table B 
setting 

Table decoration visual appearance 10 9 10 7 9 6 

FOOD AND TIMINGS 

Timing 
All courses served together, on 
time, correct temperature 

20 15 15 12 15 13 

Service 
Does food look tempting, dishes 
suitable for courses 

20 14 14 14 15 13 

Seasoning; 
Texture; 
Flavour; 
Colour. 

Starter 20 15 18 15 15 10 

Main Course 20 15 16 15 16 12 

Sweet 20 16 16 15 16 12 

  Totals 200 159 165 145 161 129 
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Welcome to  

Paul Birdsall  4th Letchworth   ACSL 

Tracy Carter  5th Letchworth   ASL  

Claire Greener  8th Letchworth   ASL  

Catherine Hunt  4th Letchworth   ACSL 

Andrew Morgan  11th Letchworth  CSL  

Heard it on the Scout grapevine  

Janet Bitmead , 12th Letchworth Quartermaster and Gavin Conder, 12th 
Letchworth Scout Leader tied the knot on Wednesday 13 February 2008.   
Congratulations from all members of the Letchworth and Baldock District 
Scouts.  

Module 10 - First Response Course  

As you are aware all Leaders must hold a 
minimum First Aid qualification of 1st Response.  
The District has arranged for a Module 10 course 
to held:-  

Date:  Sunday 13 April  

Venue:  District HQ - Icknield Way 

To book a place please contact Chris King no 

later than 6  March.  

dc@lbdscouts.org.uk 

01462 637901  

 

Peter Francis      

 

                      1947 - 2008  

Member of 2nd Baldock, starting as a Cub, 

followed by Scouts and then as a helper for both 

the Cub and Scout section during the 1960s.  He 

kept up contact by being 2nd Baldock Scout Group 

official photographer for their events. He also 

judged the photography section of the arts and 

crafts competition a few times. His sons Jeremy 

and Martin both were members of 2nd Baldock 

Cubs and Scouts. Our thoughts are with his wife 

Margaret and his sons. 

 

 

Mission Aviation Fellowship is a Christian organisation whose mission is to fly light aircraft in developing 

countries so that people in remote areas can receive the help they need.  Every three minutes, an MAF 

plane is taking off or landing somewhere in the world.  They have a new representative in our area - 

David Rolfe - whose role is to inspire local people with news of MAF.  Why not consider inviting him to 

speak at your group meeting.  

David Rolfe details:  email: david@p-rolfe.freeserve.co.uk   Tel: 01462 850115 

Website: www.maf-uk.org  
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2 0 0 8  D I A R Y   
MARCH   

6   District Lochearnhead Launch   8th Letchworth HQ  

8  Fellowship - Buddy Holly Tour   Gordon Craig Theatre  

8 - 9  County  Matrix Weekend  APLs/PLs  TBA 

9  Regional Scout Cooking Competition  Shurdington  

13   District Executive Meeting    Wymondley Wood  

13   District Scout Shop Closes for Easter  Re opens 3 April  

14 - 15 District Gang Show     St Francis Theatre 

15   County Cub Swimming Gala    St Albans  

31   Lochearnhead Meeting    District HQ  

31  Wymondley Wood Meeting    Wymondley Wood  

APRIL  

2  District Team Meeting    Wymondley Wood    

3   Scout Shop reopens  

5   County ‘Bring a Friend Day’   Tolmers  

9   District Scout & Guide Shop Meeting  Wymondley Wood  

10   District Executive Meeting    Wymondley Wood  

12  County Nights of Lights    Phasels Wood  

12 - 13  Sixers & Seconders Weekend   Wymondley Wood  

13  Module 10 First Response    District HQ 

20   St George’s Day Parade and Service           Baldock 

28  Wymondley Wood Committee Meeting  Wymondley Wood  

MAY  

8  District Executive AGM    Wymondley Wood  

10   District Beaver Challenge     

18  Letchworth Rotary Walk     

Letchworth and Baldock District 
Scouts           

Editor Rita Hawkins, 1 South Close, Baldock, 
Hertfordshire  SG7 6DS      
pro@lbdscouts.org.uk  

Printed by: Print Factory, Whitehorse Street, 
Baldock,  Hertfordshire  
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LETCHWORTH AND BALDOCK DISTRICT SCOUTS  

2nd Baldock Scouts -  Winners of the District and County                        
Cooking Competitions 

2nd BALDOCK OFF TO STEVENAGE  

Congratulations to 2nd Baldock for winning this 
year’s competition. 2nd Baldock will now go on to 
represent the District at the County Cooking 
competition in February. 

This year’s competition was particularly 
challenging, as there was a thought-provoking 
theme and no set ingredients. The competition 
was also judged by three professionals, one of 
whom is an environmental health officer. 

Year on year I continue to be impressed by the 
variety and creativity of the meals produced and 
the teamwork and enthusiasm shown by all. Many 
adults would be hard pushed to produce the high 
standard of cooking we saw from all of the teams 
in the competition.   Mike Wheeler ADC 

2nd BALDOCK OFF TO CHELTENHAM 
 

On the 17 February 2nd Baldock Scout’s cooking 
team, Strictly 2B Chefs competed in a county 
cooking competition at Stevenage HQ.  

Scout teams from all over Hertfordshire who won 
their District competitions entered and Strictly 2B 
Chefs came in first place. Nine teams entered 
and the top two would go to Cheltenham to cook 
for their county. On the 9 March Strictly 2B Chefs 
will go to Cheltenham with 4th North Watford, 
who came second by just one point! It was the 
closest competition for a long time because the 
top five teams were separated by just six points.  

Strictly 2B Chefs consisted of four team 
members- Danielle Albone (Team Leader), Oliver 
Wing, James Valentine and George Budd. The 
theme was celebration, so Strictly 2B Chefs chose 
winter for their celebration as they would have a 
wider range of meals to cook whereas had they 
chosen Chinese New Year they would be 
confined to just Chinese food. The winning menu 
was: Vegetable Soup for starters, Pasta with a 
spicy sauce for the main course and Pancakes for 
dessert. Hopefully this menu will help them to 
victory at Cheltenham.   

Oliver Wing, 2nd Baldock Scout  

12 

2 0 0 8  D I A R Y   
MARCH   

6   District Lochearnhead Launch   8th Letchworth HQ  

8  Fellowship - Buddy Holly Tour   Gordon Craig Theatre  

8 - 9  County  Matrix Weekend  APLs/PLs  TBA 

9  Regional Scout Cooking Competition  Shurdington  

13   District Executive Meeting    Wymondley Wood  

13   District Scout Shop Closes for Easter  Re opens 3 April  

14 - 15 District Gang Show     St Francis Theatre 

15   County Cub Swimming Gala    St Albans  

31   Lochearnhead Meeting    District HQ  

31  Wymondley Wood Meeting    Wymondley Wood  

APRIL  

2  District Team Meeting    Wymondley Wood    

3   Scout Shop reopens  

5   County ‘Bring a Friend Day’   Tolmers  

9   District Scout & Guide Shop Meeting  Wymondley Wood  

10   District Executive Meeting    Wymondley Wood  

12  County Nights of Lights    Phasels Wood  

12 - 13  Sixers & Seconders Weekend   Wymondley Wood  

13  Module 10 First Response    District HQ 

20   St George’s Day Parade and Service           Baldock 

28  Wymondley Wood Committee Meeting  Wymondley Wood  

MAY  

8  District Executive AGM    Wymondley Wood  

10   District Beaver Challenge     

18  Letchworth Rotary Walk     

Letchworth and Baldock District 
Scouts           

Editor Rita Hawkins, 1 South Close, Baldock, 
Hertfordshire  SG7 6DS      
pro@lbdscouts.org.uk  

Printed by: Print Factory, Whitehorse Street, 
Baldock,  Hertfordshire  

1 

 

CO – ORDINATOR 

Issue 546 
March 2008  

LETCHWORTH AND BALDOCK DISTRICT SCOUTS  

2nd Baldock Scouts -  Winners of the District and County                        
Cooking Competitions 

2nd BALDOCK OFF TO STEVENAGE  

Congratulations to 2nd Baldock for winning this 
year’s competition. 2nd Baldock will now go on to 
represent the District at the County Cooking 
competition in February. 

This year’s competition was particularly 
challenging, as there was a thought-provoking 
theme and no set ingredients. The competition 
was also judged by three professionals, one of 
whom is an environmental health officer. 

Year on year I continue to be impressed by the 
variety and creativity of the meals produced and 
the teamwork and enthusiasm shown by all. Many 
adults would be hard pushed to produce the high 
standard of cooking we saw from all of the teams 
in the competition.   Mike Wheeler ADC 

2nd BALDOCK OFF TO CHELTENHAM 
 

On the 17 February 2nd Baldock Scout’s cooking 
team, Strictly 2B Chefs competed in a county 
cooking competition at Stevenage HQ.  

Scout teams from all over Hertfordshire who won 
their District competitions entered and Strictly 2B 
Chefs came in first place. Nine teams entered 
and the top two would go to Cheltenham to cook 
for their county. On the 9 March Strictly 2B Chefs 
will go to Cheltenham with 4th North Watford, 
who came second by just one point! It was the 
closest competition for a long time because the 
top five teams were separated by just six points.  

Strictly 2B Chefs consisted of four team 
members- Danielle Albone (Team Leader), Oliver 
Wing, James Valentine and George Budd. The 
theme was celebration, so Strictly 2B Chefs chose 
winter for their celebration as they would have a 
wider range of meals to cook whereas had they 
chosen Chinese New Year they would be 
confined to just Chinese food. The winning menu 
was: Vegetable Soup for starters, Pasta with a 
spicy sauce for the main course and Pancakes for 
dessert. Hopefully this menu will help them to 
victory at Cheltenham.   

Oliver Wing, 2nd Baldock Scout  




